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    Alumni made frequent 
stops at 1601 this foot-
ball season. A group of 
brothers who were ac-
tives during the 1970s, 
met at the house before 
the first ever night game 
at Michigan Stadium. 
The Chapter provided 
refreshments to travelers 
from as far as Southern 
California and Central 
Florida. Even if the game 
hadn’t been such a 
thriller, the fellowship 
they shared made the 
trip worthwhile. 

    The football team continued its winning ways for the Homecoming 
game on October 29 in a showdown against the Boilermakers of Pur-
due. Prior to the noon kickoff, the Active brothers provided a breakfast 
spread for returning Alumni. 

    At the reception, the Alumni 
Association Academic Awards 
for the Winter 2011 Semester 
were distributed. Alex Fox ‘14 
received the Bruce Koepfgen 
Highest Grade Point Average 
(GPA) award, a $350 cash 
prize. Brent Doil ‘13 joined 
Alex as a recipient of the Paul 
Robertson 3.5 or 
Higher GPA award. 
Each received $150. 
Daniel Varsanik ‘14 
was recognized with 
the William K. Hall 

Most Improved GPA award and $350 cash prize. 

    Visiting Alumni were treated to tours which included a 
fresh coat of paint in the Cold Dorm, new carpet in the up-
stairs halls, and much more. 

    To see the house, watch more academic awards presen-
tations, see old friends, and make new ones, please be 
sure to come to the Founders Day dinner on March 25. 

Among the brothers who showed up for a 70s Reunion were, 
from left: Mike Bartholomew '74, Chuck Cole '73, Carl Ander-
son '74, Terry O'Dekirk '73, Bruce Koepfgen '74, George Isaac 

'75. Todd Petersen '73, coordinated the event 

Davud Kucukarslan ‘15 and Ben Clark ‘13 
(right) present the Academic Awards to Brent 

Doil ‘13 and Alex Fox ‘14 (left). 

100th Anniversary 
Celebration Planned 

By Ethan Rein ‘07 
    Sigma Zeta will celebrate its centennial on 
March 16, 2013 at Barton Hills Country Club 
in Ann Arbor. 
     Installed as Sigma Zeta on March 31, 
1913, the Michigan’s Lambda Chi Chapter 
was the first west of the Allegheny Moun-
tains. The Chapter has come a long way 
from those humble beginnings when a dozen 
young men petitioned founder Warren A. 
Cole in Boston for membership in the new 
Fraternity. Since then, over 1,900 brothers 
have been initiated into our bond, and more 
than 250,000 world-wide.  
    Over the years, Sigma has won awards, 
provided leadership to the General Fraternity, 
and fostered life long friendships among its 
brothers. Details regarding the celebration 
will appear in the next issue of The Sigman.  
    Representatives from the University and 
General Fraternity will be invited to help cele-
brate this momentous occasion.  
    A committee has been created to plan the 
celebration. Volunteers to help with the plan-
ning are welcome. If you are interested in 
helping, please contact Ethan Rein at 
erein@umich.edu. 

Sunday, March 25 - 12:00 p.m. - Founder’s Day Dinner and 
Alumni Association Meeting 

To be announced - George Pomey Golf Outing at UM Golf Course 

Saturday, August 25 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Alumni/Active Work Day 

Saturday, September 29 - 10 a.m. - Alumni Association Meeting 

Saturday, October 13 - Homecoming Brunch 

Michigan vs. Illinois at Michigan Stadium 
 

More information can be found at www.lcamichigan.com  
Events held at 1601 Washtenaw unless otherwise noted 

2012 Calendar of Events  
 
 

 
 

 



    Fall 2011 kicked off a massive 
recruitment campaign for the under-
graduate brothers last semester. 
Armed with a newly developed 
branding campaign and a refurbished 
website, brothers engaged in barbe-
ques, pick up sporting games, and 
even philanthropy events to bring in 
new members. 
    The end result was 10 new associ-
ate members. They were initiated on 
December 2, 2011. 
     Five of the new brothers are stu-
dents in the college of engineering.      

    Daniel Barker ‘13 is a 
Junior from Lapeer study-
ing Biomedical Engineer-
ing. Raleigh Harrington 
‘15 is a Freshman from 
St. Ignace studying Indus-
trial Engineering. Aaron 
Helwig ‘15 is a Freshman 
from Lake Leelanau. 
Kevin Kacan ‘15 is a 
Freshman from Novi 
studying Civil Engineer-
ing. Alec Wagner ‘15 is a 
Freshman from Northville 
studying Engineering. 
    Jacob Miller ‘14 is a 

Sophomore from Laingsburg study-
ing Math and Science Education. 
    Michael Padilla ‘15 is a Fresh-
man from Bloomfield Hills taking pre-
med courses. Jacob Weimar ‘15 is 
a Freshman from Farmington. All 
cities listed are in Michigan. 
    Two Freshman from China joined 
the Chapter. They are Yurong Wu 
‘15 from Guang Zhou Guang Dong 
and Rex Zhou ‘15 from Chongquing, 
China. 
     

Fall 2011 Recruitment 
By Jordan Morningstar ‘13 
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Update from the High 
Alpha 

By Ben Clark ‘13 

Dear Brothers, 

 

    As my time as 
High Alpha of 
S i gma  Ze ta 
comes to a close 
I can't help but 
reflect upon what 
this Chapter has 
taught me. 

    There are multitudes of values and les-
sons I have received within this office but 
the one that stands out the most to me is 
resilience. This Chapter has weathered 
many trials including membership changes, 
cultural changes, and even vehicles taking 
out chunks of 1601; and yet this continues 
to be one of the longest standing chapters 
in Lambda Chi Alpha. 

    Our longstanding success is testament 
to the stalwart nature of every Sigman and 
high standards which we hold. This quality 
has not changed within recent years and 
the Chapter is again well on its way to suc-
cess. We are doing things that no other 
fraternity on campus dares to try, rapidly 
differentiating ourselves from the average 
fraternity experience, and though it is a 
hard path to be innovators, blazing a com-
pletely new trail in the spirit of every 
Lambda Chi Alpha that drives the desire to 
accept and conquer challenges. 

    We perform second to none. This will 
continue with the generous support from 
alumni and the further devotion to better 
our Chapter from the undergrads. I thank 
all my brothers near and far for a profound 
and challenging experience as High Alpha 
that has allowed me to progress further in 
understanding of ΛΧΑ. 

 

   Yours in Z.A.X. 

  
 Ben Clark ‘13 

 

 

    Davud Kucukarslan 
’15 serves as the Chap-
ter President in 2012. 

An Evening with Domino’s 
By Kyle Burdette ‘14 

    This Fall semester, CMT net-
work’s Top Secret Recipe came to 
Ann Arbor. On the show, Chef 
Todd Wilbur was given the task of 
duplicating Domino’s secret pizza 
recipe. The brothers of Sigma were 
selected as his guinea pigs. He 
came to town with a truck 
equipped with a fully stocked 
kitchen. Brother Alex Fox ’14 in-
structed Chef Todd to park on the 
front lawn.  
    Once situated, Chef Todd imme-
diately went to work. Guests from 
the Delta Gamma Sorority patiently 
waited inside with the Brothers. 
After a few hours of waiting Todd 
finally came through the door with 
his version of Domino’s Pizza. 
    The un-melted cheese made it 
clear that his pizza was not going 
to be anything close. Comments 
could be heard throughout the 
room. Jake Weimer ’15 compared 

the pizza to cafeteria food, while 
Brother Kyle Burdette said the 
pizza was “way too sweet.” Chef 
Todd took in all of the comments 
that he heard throughout the room 
and left knowing he had a lot of 
work to do. 
    The next couple of days Chef 
Todd worked on cracking the Dom-
ino’s recipe. When Todd had finally 
created what he believed to be the 
closest to a Domino’s pizza he 
called in the judges. The Chapter’s 
superior knowledge about pizza 
led them to correctly pick the real 
Domino’s Pizza.  
    This experience allowed all of 
the members of Sigma Zeta to be-
come closer and supplied us all 
with a fun experience. Being on a 
nationally televised television pro-
gram is something that we will all 
remember for a very long time. 

The Chapter poses with Haley Glauben ’14 following the 
Associate Member Ceremony. 
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    In late July, Ben Clark ‘13, 
Davud Kucukarslan ‘14, War-
ren Morningstar ‘13, Brian 
Verkinderen ‘13, and Joshua 
Bow (Edinboro ’10) got the 
opportunity to attend the Stead 
Leadership Seminar at Iowa 
State University in Ames, Iowa. 
The conference focused on the 
True Leader initiative, allowing 
the undergraduates to gain 
valuable leadership experience 
and promoted interfraternal 
collaboration between the 
Zetas. 

    The General Fraternity put 
on a great conference, focus-
ing on the value of brotherhood 
in leadership. The representa-
tives of Sigma took advantage of the great networking opportunities to get to know 
brothers from around the country. Seminars focused on group discussions and 
collaboration facilitated by the Master Stewards, fraternity volunteers with exper-
tise in a myriad of subjects. Each Zeta gave examples of different activities they 
do to enhance fraternity education, rituals, recruitment, and brotherhood events 
through the semester, allowing other Zetas to use their ideas as springboards to 
help further improve their own programs. Two new brothers from the Oregon 
State Chapter were initiated at a wonderful exemplification of the Initiation Ritual. 
A mock Olympics pitted the different conclave groups against each other in the 
spirit of friendly competition. 

    During the conference, the brothers of Sigma Zeta were challenged to outline 
goals for the year so that they could improve the Chapter. Goals included recruit-
ment, improving the Chapter GPA, and incorporating a branding campaign to im-
prove recognition on campus. This exercise helped set a foundation for growth. 
The brothers took the goals seriously and are using them to im-
prove both their offices and the Chapter. The brothers are going to 
continue to improve upon these goals in the coming semester. 

    The participants would like to thank the alumni for funding the 
trip, including travel expenses, lodging, and the registration fee for 
the conference. Their assistance really helped to make the whole 
experience possible. Much was learned and much fun was had by 
all in attendance. 

From left: Sigma High Pi Josh Bow, Edinboro '10, 
Executive Vice President Emeritus George Spasyk 
'49, Grand High Alpha Drew Hunter, Denver '84, Edu-
cational Foundation Director Chuck Cole '73, High 
Kappa Warren Morningstar '13, High Sigma Davud 
Kucukarslan '14, High Gamma Brian Verkinderen '13 
and High Alpha Ben Clark '13. 

Undergraduates Attend Stead Leadership Seminar 
Brian Verkinderen ‘13 

    The 6th Annual George Pomey Golf outing 
was held on June 11 at the University of 
Michigan Golf Course. The golfers enjoyed 
their rounds with brothers on the beautifully 
maintained course under the surprisingly 
sunny Ann Arbor sky. Golf was followed by 
lunch, hosted by Nub Turner '60, under the 
shadows of the recently renovated Michigan 
Stadium. 

    Sixteen Golfers competed in four four-
somes: Paul Robertson ‘64, Ron Modreski 
‘64, Dennis Alix ‘64, Frank Lude ‘64, 
George Grove ‘58, Fred Sheffler ‘57, Len 
Lybarger (Denison ’55), Tom Gougeon ‘58, 
Mike Mason ‘65, George Friess ‘57, Paul 
Simmons ‘64, Jack Hardy ‘64, Hank Lenox 
‘63, Andy Knowlton ‘74, George Pomey 

‘65, Steve Marin '06, and Sean Ruwart '08. 

    Another group joined the golfers for the 
buffet at Nub’s office. They were Ethan Rein 
‘07, George Spasyk ‘49, Warren Morning-
star ‘13, Jordan Morningstar ‘13, Ben Clark 

‘13, Brent Doil ‘13, and Nub Turner ‘60.  

    Remembering the perfect weather and 
better company of the 6th, please consider 
attending the 7th Annual George Pomey Golf 
outing to be held in June 2012. See you 
there! 

George Pomey Golf 
Outing 2011 
By Steve Marin ‘06 

More Homecoming Memories 

Top left: Colin Campbell ‘09, Brent 
Doil ‘14, Ian Boyouycos ‘14, and 
George Spasyk ‘49. 
Top right: Matt Calestino Rhode 
Island ‘91 and Brad Quinn ‘01 
Bottom left: Danny Roybal (New 
Mexico ‘11), Angela Sandelin ‘08, 
and Mariano Lowenstern ‘08. 



    Warren L. Heller ’47 died May 16, 2011 
in La Canada, California. After serving in 
the U.S. Army during World War II, Warren 
was awarded a music scholarship at the 
University of Michigan and played in the 
Marching Band. He was High Alpha in 
1947, shortly after 1601 was reoccupied 
following the war. Upon graduation he 
joined the Ford Motor Company and retired 
in 1979 after 31 years. He is survived by 
his wife of more than 60 years, Betty, and a 
large extended family. Executive Vice 
President Emeritus George Spasyk ’49, 
has warm memories of Warren as his Big 
Brother in 1946. 

    Benton E. Gates Jr. ’51 died September 
14, 2011 in Columbia City, Indiana at the 
age of 81. Ben graduated from the Michi-
gan Law School, where he was a member 
of the Barristers Society. A long time Michi-
gan football fan, Ben had played on the 
Freshman team, worked for the athletic 
department and worked as a statistician at 
ABC Sports. Ben joined the family law 
practice in Columbia City where he also 
served as city court judge. He was involved 
in many civic activities and bar associa-
tions. Ben was preceded in death by his 
Sigma father, Benton E. Gates, ’26 and 
younger brother Richard ’54. He is sur-
vived by a son and two daughters. 

    Peter S. Vlisides ’67 died November 15, 
2011 in Monona, Wisconsin at age 66. Af-
ter completing a Masters Degree at Michi-
gan, Peter started his own business in the 
tourism industry in Wisconsin and then had 
a 28 year career teaching at the Madison 
Area Technical College until his 2009 re-
tirement. His Big Brother in the Chapter, 
Ted Winkel ’66, recalls that Peter “loved to 
remind all of us he was 13th in line for the 
throne of Greece.” Peter is survived by his 
wife Mary, son Alex and daughter Victoria. 

    Frederick A. Otto ’49 died January 25, 
2011 in Gaylord, Michigan at age 86. 

     Carlyle V. Stewart '50, of Falls Church, 
Virginia, died on September 25, 2011 at 
age 84. In his senior year of High School in 
1945, Lyle was drafted into the U.S. Mer-
chant Marines and served during World 
War II aboard the U.S.S. Bardstown. After 
the War, he got his Bachelors Degree in 
Economics from Michigan in 1950 and 
served two years in the Army Air Corps. 
Lyle then settled in the Washington D.C. 
area where he was engaged in a variety of 
business enterprises until he retired. He is 
survived by two sons and a daughter. 

 Other deceased notices received: 

Charles W. Newman ’39, Issaquah, Wash. 

Frank Brabaw ‘58, Waverville, N.C 

John Padjen ’50, Arlington Heights, Ill. 

Colin Campbell ‘09 performs 
cash accounting and daily in-
come reports for TJ Maxx. 

Doug Sayranian ‘08 will be 
working as a summer associate 
at Kirkland & Ellis LLP in New 
York City. The firm also awarded 
him a diversity fellowship for his 
third year of Law School at Notre 
Dame. 

Ryan Black ‘08 was recently 
hired as a full time faculty mem-
ber at the Illinois Institute of Art 
in Schaumburg IL, as part of the 
Audio Production program. He is 
working to improve math skills, 
setting up tutoring times and 
teaching four courses. 

Ben Hoff ‘06 mar-
ried the former 
Kaarin Mann on 
July 9 at beautiful 
West Park in Ann 
Arbor. Mariano 
Lowenstern ‘08, 
Ethan Pickering 
‘09, Scott Nielsen 

‘04, Ethan Rein ‘07, Sean Ruwart ‘08, Steve 

Marin ‘06 (all pictured) were in attendance. 

Andrew Daar ‘07 was sworn in as an attor-
ney in Illinois. Andrew graduated from DePaul 
Law School in 2011.  

Stephan Boettcher ‘08 married the former 
Emily Parobek in Cleveland. They make their 
home in Santa Clarita, California.  

    It was the school year of 1964-65. 
Several Sigma brothers who all 
came from widely dispersed home-
towns within the state of Michigan 
found themselves searching for an 
apartment. Other than our brother-
hood at 1601 we had no other sig-
nificant common bond. Yet, our per-
sonal chemistry that began at Sigma 
formed a strong connection that led 
to our settling into what we consid-
ered at the time the Taj Mahal of 
Ann Arbor - 1026 Vaughn. 

    Were there growing pains? Abso-
lutely! Mark Stuart ’65 was the most 
pecuniary (that's a fancy word for cheap) 
roomie anyone could ever encounter. He 
went over our grocery purchase slips with 
a microscope, ensured that we bought all 
bread and buns from the "day old bread 
store" and spread our morning toast with 
a noxious substance called Keyko marga-
rine that cost 25 cents a pound. 

    Bill "Beaver" Thompson ’65 was the 
front man for the UM Glee Club Friars as 
a clandestine cover for his interest in at-
tracting friendly young ladies. Shameful! 

    Kip Selmeier ’65  was our 
PR/businessman (and is to this day) and 
internal apartment manager who made 
certain that bedrooms were kept neat and 
soup trays in the bathrooms were pris-
tinely maintained. 

    Ted Winkel ‘66 was the one who suf-
fered the most, given the fact that he was 
a guitar aficionado and Mark kept accus-
ing him of only knowing how to play three 
chords encompassing minimal Peter, 
Paul and Mary songs. 

    Irv Rabideau ‘65 was our great "super-
pledge" buddy who absolutely drove the 

coolest car on the planet--an MG Midget 
that he refused to loan out. You'll never 
be forgiven, Irv! 

    Had it not been for our ever present 
social companions from the land of EMU 
that became affectionately known to us 
as the Ypsi Gypsies, I have no idea how 
we'd have all survived together. 

    On second thought, I know how we'd 
have survived. We were brothers of 
Lambda Chi Alpha Sigma--a bond that 
today has never been broken. 

Memories from Ted Winkel ‘66 

In Memoriam 

Alumni are encouraged to send photographs 
and news to:  

erein@umich.edu 

Address changes and contributions are al-
ways welcome and may be sent either in the 
enclosed envelope or mailed to: 

Lambda Chi Alpha—Michigan 
100 S. Atkinson Rd -#116, PMB 382 

Grayslake, IL 60030-7819 

Alumni News and Notes 

Kip and Lauri Selmeier, Bill and Carol Thompson, 
Mark and Susan Stuart and Marge and Irv Rabideau 

The Sigman is published for the members 
and friends of Sigma Zeta of Lambda Chi 
Alpha Fraternity at the University of Michigan.  


