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    Alumni, guests, and 
members of the Gen-
eral Fraternity staff 
enjoyed a wonderful 
brunch hosted by the 
Active members of 
Sigma Zeta for the 
2010 Homecoming on 
October 16. 

    F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
b r u n c h ,  G e o r g e 
Spasyk ’49 shared a 
few words about the 
recent success of the 
Chapter and pre-
s e n t e d  a c a d e m i c 
awards which are 
funded by the Sigma 
Alumni Association. 

    Two $1,000 scholarships, courtesy of Bill Hall ‘65, were presented 

to Gabe Johnson ‘12 and Michael Meehan ‘12.  

    The Bruce L. Koepfgen 
Highest GPA and the William 
K. Hall Most Improved Semes-
ter Awards both went to Gradu-
ating Senior Stephan Boet-

tcher '10.  

    The Paul Robertson Jr. 3.5 
or Higher GPA was presented 
to Stephan Boettcher '10, An-
thony Budzinski '10, Ben 
Clark '13, Brent 
Doil '13, and Shel 

Kunji '10.  

    Alumni attendees at 
this year‟s Homecom-

ing Brunch were Peter Bouyoucos '80, Paul Becker '60, 
Brooks Bock '65, Colin Campbell '09, George Friess 
'57, Byron Hauck '07, Bruce Johnson '59, Andy 
Knowlton '74, Shel Kunji '10, Frank Lude '64, Abe 
Oraiqat '07, George Pomey '65, Brad Quinn '01, Ethan 
Rein '07, George Spasyk '49, Neil Taylor '58, Ted Winkel 
'66, and Greg Wright '02.  With Alumni Secretary Kyle 
Burdette in charge, many alumni rated it “the best Home-
coming event in many years.” 

Bea and Frank Lude and Maiga and George Friess 
at the Homecoming Brunch 

Carl Papa, George Spasyk, Kevin Mantay, 
and Davud Kucukarslan 

Suspected Drunk Driver 
Runs into House 

By Alex Hamlin ‘13 

    More so than the 
sound; the actual 
force of the impact is 
what startled me 
awake at 2:30 a.m. 
October 18, 2010. 
    “L igh tn ing?”  I 
thought to myself. 
What else could 
cause a tremor such 
as that? Suddenly, red and blue lights flashed in 
through the blinds, and hurried footsteps raced 
down the hall outside my door. 
    “Is he in the house?!” I heard a voice cry. 
    At that, any trace of drowsiness vanished. I 
jumped out of bed, and flung open my door to find 
Gabe already standing outside it. 
    “Look outside.” 
    “What happened?!” I exclaimed. 
    Confused, I walked to my window and opened 
the blinds – to behold a multitude of police cruis-
ers parked on our lawn, lights flashing. I turned 
my gaze downwards to see a Buick embedded in 
the wall, directly below my room. 
    “How did this happen?!” I asked, somewhat 
rhetorically. 
    “A drunk driver.” Gabe answers, “He took off on 
foot after the crash.” 
 
Please see page 3 for more on the car crash. 

Sunday, March 20, 2011 - 12:00 p.m. - Founder‟s Day Dinner and 
Alumni Association Meeting 

To be announced - George Pomey Golf Outing at UM Golf Course 

Saturday, August 27, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Alumni/Active Work Day 

Saturday, October 22 - 10 a. m. - Alumni Association Meeting 

Saturday, October 29, 2011 - Homecoming Brunch 

Michigan vs. Purdue at Michigan Stadium 
 

More information can be found at www.lcamichigan.com  
Events held at 1601 Washtenaw unless otherwise noted 

2011 Calendar of Events  

 

 
 

 
 



    Fall 2010 has gotten off to a great 
start at 1601 Washtenaw. The Chapter 
started with fifteen active and associate 
members and recruitment was a major 
priority. 
    It‟s been a lot of work for the actives. 
Eleven men have become Associate 
Members with more to come. Events 
such as boxing night, a waterfight with 
a sorority, and poker nights were held 
at the chapter house.      
    Sigma received help from the Frater-
nity Headquarters Staff throughout the 
semester. Associate Director of Chap-
ter Services Josh Birchfield visited 
Ann Arbor before school began to work 
on recruitment and officer training. He 
returned in October for a follow up visit. 
In addition, two Senior Consultants, 

Marcus Kelley and Bradley Hawse, 
spent two weeks at the chapter house. 
They taught new recruitment tech-
niques and developed officer pro-
grams. 
    The new associates are Sophomore 
Ian Bouyoucos of Bedford, New York, 
and Freshmen Davud Kucukarslan 
and Milan Lockhart of Northville, 
Mich., Alex Magidson of Valparaiso, 
Ind., Nicholas Rombes of Ann Arbor, 
Jacob Taber of Bay Village, Ohio, 
Daniel Varsanik of Rochester, Mich., 
and Blake Dinger, Patrick Leavy, 
Alexander Rodriguez, and Will San-
ford of Grand Blanc. 
    Ian Bouyoucos is the son of Peter 
Bouyoucos ‘80. The actives are ex-
cited to have a legacy in their ranks. 

Fall Recruitment 
By Jordan Morningstar ‘13 

    This Summer, two Ann Arbor twin 
members, Jordan Morningstar ’13 
and Warren Morningstar ’13, per-
formed work around the house during 
July and August. 
    Starting in the public bathroom on 
the third floor, they cleaned everything, 
painted the walls and stalls, and sealed 
the floor. Then, they moved to the sec-
ond floor bathroom. This smaller under-
taking involved polishing and cleaning 
the sinks, shower, toilets, and floor. 
    Attention was then turned to the 2nd 
and 3rd floor carpets. They cleaned all 
bedroom carpets on the second and 
third floor with a steam cleaner. The 
second and third floor hallway carpets 
were replaced this summer by the 

House Corporation. 
    Other work included painting the 
bathroom adjacent to the George W. 
Spasyk Chapter Room and the Execu-
tive Suite (the first floor bedroom). 
    The end result was a house that has 
impressed many visitors. The Chapter 
looks forward to keeping the house in 
good shape in this and future school 
years. 
    The House Corporation provided the 
funds to make the improvements and 
pay the Morningstars for their hard 
work. The next time you‟re in Ann Ar-
bor, make it over to the chapter house 
and take a look at these improved ar-
eas and visit with the brothers.  
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Update from the High 
Alpha 

By Gabe Johnson ‘12 

    First off I'd like to 
thank you for read-
ing this issue of 
The Sigman. That 
goes to show that 
Lambda Chi Alpha 
and your experi-
ence at Sigma are 
still a part of your 
life. Whenever I talk 
to our alumni, I find 
a common thread 
of fond memories - 
plenty of stories 
both funny and 
serious, lifelong friendships made, and most of 
all a continued passion for Lambda Chi Alpha. 

    Someday I will also be in your position look-
ing back at my experience here and talking 
about the good times we had. I realize that all 
the undergraduate brothers here are living that 
time of our lives right now - a time we will al-
ways remember as some of the most fun and 
eventful years of our lives. Right now is when 
those memories are being made, and I am 
happy to say that I would not trade it for any-
thing. 

    If you were to step into the chapter house 
today you would find a strongly unified group of 
brothers that truly care enough to pour their 
heart and soul into our brotherhood. We have 
been joined by many Associate Members that I 
am confident will be leaders in the bright future 
of our Chapter. The upperclassmen will tell you 
we are in the best position to move forward that 
we have been in for years, due to the coopera-
tion of a very coherent and capable group of 
brothers. 

    We are experiencing rapid growth in many 
areas. This fall marks the first annual Pumpkin 
Bust - a carnival attended by teams from sorori-
ties on campus. We are also expanding our 
social outreach in the greek system through 
participation in philanthropy events.  

    We have also become closer through fre-
quent brotherhood events that we all look for-
ward to. Our revamped new member education 
program has been very successful and mean-
ingful for both associates and brothers. 

    All in all, we have so much to look forward to 
as a Chapter. Thanks to you and your hope for 
the future of Lambda Chi Alpha we are able to 
continue this wonderful growing experience that 
has meant so much to you and is now helping 
make us into the better men we strive to be. 

 

Sincerely Yours in Z.A.X., 

Gabe Johnson „12 

Chapter President 

Housing Improvements 
By Jordan Morningstar ‘13 

This year, eight mem-
bers of the chapter 
have performed along-
side the UM Football 
Team. Alex Hamlin 
‘12 leads the Bass 
Drums in the Marching 
Band. Kyle Burdette 
‘13, Dan Varsanik ‘14, 
Gabe Johnson ‘12, 
Mike Meehan ‘12, AJ 
Rodriguez ‘14, Kevin 
Mantay ‘13, and Carl 
Papa ‘12 are members 
of the cheerleading 

team. The group posed for this picture on the field after the victory over Bowling 
Green. From left to right, they are Kyle, Dan, Gabe, Mike, AJ, Kevin, and Alex. 

Sigmen on the Field at Michigan Stadium 
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    This Fall brought more than just 
cold winds, colored leaves, and 
apple cider to Ann Arbor. In fact, in 
the spirit of interchapter fraternal 
Brotherhood, fourteen brothers 
from Beta-Delta Zeta ventured 
from Edinboro University of Penn-
sylvania to the home of the Wol-
verines for fellowship and to assist 
in the chapter‟s initiation on Octo-
ber 23 of three Associate Mem-
bers: Kyle Burdette ‘13, Kevin 
Mantay ‘13 and Warren Morning-
star ‘13. Joining these three was 
Phil Heasley, an Associate Mem-
ber from Edinboro. Working to-
gether, both chapters were able to initiate the new Brothers while fostering a 
strong sense of the true spirit of Brotherhood shared between the Zetas.  
    Also being true to the core values to which members of Lambda Chi Alpha sub-
scribe, members of both chapters joined together in a sense of philanthropic ser-
vice by fielding a team for Arrowspike. Arrowspike is a beach volleyball tourna-
ment raising money for the national philanthropy of Pi Beta Phi which supports 
community efforts that will remove the barriers of illiteracy. 
    Though the team put up a valiant fight, the hosts of the tournament ultimately 
defeated the Lambda Chi Alpha team. However, the taste of defeat was not able 
to taint the morale of the brothers or the service to the community. 
    Following the game, the brothers of Sigma Zeta introduced the visiting brothers 
to a true culinary experience, their first Blimpy Burger. With full bellies and friend-
ships made, the brothers of Beta-Delta Zeta traveled back to Western Pennsyl-
vania. Though the time together was brief, both chapters were able to live out our 
bond in the eternal Delta, proving that our Brotherhood which connects us is 
stronger than geographical boundaries. 
    These newest Brothers of Sigma Zeta were recruited last year in the Winter 
Semester. Due to the turmoil related to the Membership Review, they were not 
initiated. The Associate Members recruited this Fall Semester will be initiated in 
December. 

The joint chapter Arrowspike Volleyball team 
poses for a photo.  

Early Fall Initiation Held at the Chapter House  
By Josh Bow (Edinboro ‘10) 

Upper Left:    Kyle 
Burdette (Alumni 
Secretary) poses 
with the cake at 
the brunch.  

Upper Right: Carl 
Papa and Colin 
Campbell. 

Lower Left: Mike 
Meehan and Gabe 
Johnson were 
presented with 
Scholarships by 
George Spasyk.  

Lower Right: Gabe 
Johnson poses 
with Alumni Presi-
d e n t  A n d y 
Knowlton. 

Update on House 
Damage 

(Continued from page 1) Matt and Ben joined 
us at the window as the officers told us to 
stay put, and for a moment we sat in a stupe-
fied silence – watching oil bleed across the 
patio. 
    After what seemed like an eternity, the 
officers report that the driver has been lo-
cated and apprehended - he had hidden un-
der a car in our parking lot. 
    Gabe gave his statement to the police, 
after which we watched them haul off the 
remains of the vehicle, and slowly leave, one 
by one. Finally left to inspect the damage of 
the impact, we went downstairs to see the 
brick wall of the patio room pushed several 
feet inwards, but remarkably no severe struc-
tural damage. 
    After waiting for the restoration company to 
seal off the opening where the patio room 
door used to be – we found ourselves ex-
hausted, and able to rest easy on the fact that 
no one was hurt in the incident. The next 
morning I found it difficult to convince myself 
that I didn‟t just have some crazy dream; that 
is, of course, until daylight allowed us to wit-
ness the carnage that resulted from one 
man‟s poor decisions. 

    Editor‟s note: The General Fraternity 

is working with its insurance carrier, 
Lloyd‟s of London, to have the needed 

repairs completed. Ann Arbor insurance 

executive George Pomey ’65 is monitor-
ing the situation for Sigma 

Alumni Board Changes 

    At the Octo-
ber 2010 meet-
ing of the Sigma 
Alumni Associa-
t ion,  Steve 
Marin ‘06 was 
elected to the 
Board of Direc-
tors. 
    Steve gradu-
ated from the 
College of Engineering in 2006 with a BSE 
and in 2007 with an MSE, both in Nuclear 
Engineering. He currently works in Pitts-
burgh as an engineer with Bechtel Bettis 
Corporation. 
    Steve served the chapter as High Alpha 
for two terms, in 2004 and 2005. He served 
numerous other positions on the High Zeta. 
    Steve says, “Lambda Chi did so much for 
me during my undergraduate career, so I am 
more than excited to help the housing board 
give the current and future undergraduates 
every opportunity and experience that I had.” 
    Steve‟s position on the Board will extend 
through March 2012. 

More from Homecoming 2010 
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Alumni News and Notes 

The Sigman is published for the members and 
friends of Sigma Zeta of Lambda Chi Alpha 
Fraternity at the University of Michigan. Con-
tributors to include Josh Bow ’10, Kyle Bur-
nette ’13, Gabe Johnson ‘11, Alex Hamlin 
’12, Jordan Morningstar ‘13, Ethan Rein ‘07, 
George Spasyk ‘49, Chris VanDeusen ‘08 

and Nate Whetsell ‘05. 

Left to Right: George 
Spasyk ‘49, George 
Pomey ‘65, Paul Robert-
son Jr., and Barb 
Pomey (bottom center) 
met up in the new Club 
Level concourse at Michi-
gan Stadium during the 
Homecoming Game on 
October 16. 

Andrew Turckes ‘08 married the former Les-
lie Savage on August 7, 2010. They make 
their home near Los Angles. 

Byron Hauck ‘07 became engaged to Alyssa 
Torby (pictured to the left). They are planning 
a wedding to take place this coming Spring. 

They live in Toledo.  At the University of Toledo, Byron is study-
ing accounting and Alyssa is in Medical School. 

    The 53rd General As-
sembly, held at the Ari-
zona Biltmore in Phoenix 
was an inspiring event and 
will never be forgotten. 
This year Gabe Johnson 
‘12, Warren Morningstar 
‘13, Jordan Morningstar 
‘13, and I all had the op-
portunity to represent 
Sigma.  

    Whether it was the deep 
thought that went into each 
lesson or the ceremonies 
strategically planned, everyone was 
captivated during the entire time. 
We each were able to get some-
thing great out of the Assembly. 

    In small groups as well as large, 
we were given the opportunity to 
learn how an effective chapter runs. 
As we broke into groups we dis-
cussed several things ranging from 
recruitment strategies to well 
thought-out rituals. We listened to 
our fellow brothers and took notes 
on how to improve our chapter. 

    B e i n g 
given the 
oppor tu-
nity to 
attend the 
Assembly 
has given 

the brothers of the delegation the 
knowledge necessary to turn the 
chapter around. We have gained 
recruitment skills and learned how 
offices should be run. 

    None of this would have been 
possible if it were not for the gener-
ous alumni who provided the funds 
to be able to send us on this trip. 
We hope to express our gratitude 
by showing our alumni that the heri-
tage of Sigma has not been lost. 
We will turn the Chapter around 
and once again be as outstanding 
as we once were. Keep an eye out 
for what Sigma can do. You will not 
be disappointed. For all success 
there is an inspiration. The magnifi-
cent General Assembly was an in-
spiration for all who attended. 

2010 General Assembly 
By Kyle Burdette ‘13 

Left: Delegate Gabe Johnson attends a meeting of 
the General Assembly. 

Above: the Sigma delegation poses with Grand 
High Alpha Drew Hunter (second from left), Ex-
ecutive Vice President Bill Farkas (third from left) 
and George Spasyk (center). 

Bill Hall Provides 
Academic Awards 

By Nate Whetsell ‘05 

    The Alumni Asso-
ciation has always 
emphasized the 
importance of good 
scholarship as an 
element of success. 
    Toward this end 
academic awards 
have been granted 
to members, including cash awards 
and recognition on permanent 
plaques displayed prominently in the 
chapter house. This Fall‟s awards 
reported are reported in the Home-
coming Article. 
    This year, however, the awards 
have been enhanced with a $5,000 
contribution from Bill Hall ‘65. Bill 
serves as a volunteer Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Strategy at the University of 
Michigan Ross School of Business. 
    This Fall, $3,000 of this grant was 
awarded at Homecoming. Two 
$1,000 scholarships will be awarded 
for the Winter Semester. Applications 
will be available in January. 
  The Chapter is enormously grateful 
to Bill Hall for his gift. 

Alumni are encouraged to send photographs 
and news to: ethanrein@gmail.com 

Address changes and contributions are always 
welcome and may be sent either in the en-
closed envelope or mailed to: 

Lambda Chi Alpha—Michigan 
100 S. Atkinson Rd -#116, PMB 382 

Grayslake, IL 60030-7819 


