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     This past semester, Sigma has been 
working hard on philanthropy. We started off 
the year with our annual Teeter-totter-athon. 
Over the course of two cold, wet days, Sigma 
was out on the Diag teeter-tottering to raise 
money for the North American Food Drive. 
We were able to collect $359 and a plate of 
cupcakes.   
     Following the Teeter-totter-athon, Sigma 
collected food for NAFD by trick-or-treating 
for canned goods. We were able to collect 
just under 1,000 lbs. of food between the trick
-or-treating event and a small can collection 
party. Besides these chapter wide-events, a 
number of members participated in several 
events on their own. Some of these groups 
included the Saint Mary’s Soup Kitchen, the 
University of Michigan Dance Marathon 
(UMDM) and Wolverine Adaptive Sports.  
     We look forward to this next semester, in 
which we will be taking part in UMDM as well 
as Relay for Life. The brothers are excited at 
the prospect of a ‘Sigma Tent’ and possible 
pig roast at Relay this spring. We encourage 
all of our alumni to support the brothers this 
semester in our philanthropy efforts. 

     The morning of the Homecoming 
football game against Purdue, 
alumni representing more than 50 
years of Sigma graduates met at 
the chapter house for a brunch 
sponsored by the Chapter.  The 
undergraduates gave tours and 
were regaled with tales from their 
alumni brothers.  Tour stops in-
cluded the Cold Dorm, the recently 
redecorated living and dining 
rooms, as well as the first-class 
kitchen.  Alumni in attendance in-
cluded George Spasyk '49, Carl 
Walker '57, Frank Brabaw '57, 
Scott Timmer '77, Steve Carnevale 
'77, Paul Johnson '77, John Harder 
'81, Brad Quinn '01, Sachin Master 
'02, Tommy Knowlton '04, Steve 
Marin '06, Nate Whetsell '05, Ethan 
Rein '07, Dave Sarris (Ferris '89).          
     The Alumni Association pre-
sented its semiannual Academic 
Achievement recognitions.  The 
Bruce L. Koepfgen Highest Se-

mester GPA Award was presented 
to Ryan Black ’07, with a Grade 
Point Average of 3.933 on a four 
point scale.  Ethan Pickering ’09 
received the William K. Hall Most 
Improved Semester GPA Award.  
The following students were pre-
sented with the Paul Robertson, 
Jr. Award:  Ryan Black '07, An-
drew Daar '07, Ethan Pickering 
'09, Charlie Larson ’10, Doug 
Sayranian ’09, and Lucas Hansen 
’10.  This award is presented to 
students with a grade point average 
of 3.5 or above on a four point 
scale.  High Alpha Sean Ruwart 
’08 shared a few words on the state 
of the chapter.  A steady stream of 
brothers, young and old, filled the 
house throughout the day.  For in-
formation and pictures from the 
1960s reunion which occurred 
over Homecoming weekend, 
please see pages 2 and 3. 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
     A new house corporation is being formed for the pur-
pose of returning ownership of 1601 Washtenaw to  Sigma 
Zeta. Please refer to the enclosed letter and response form 
from George Spasyk with full details of the organizational 
meeting which will be held at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, March 16, 
2008 at 1601.  WE NEED A GOOD TURNOUT OF ALUMNI 
AT THIS MEETING. Please respond ASAP.      

     Yours in ZAX, 

George Friess, President, Sigma Alumni Association Undergrads, Alumni, and their families are packed into 
the living room before the Homecoming game 



     Ann Arbor played host to a reunion of historic proportions.  
Alumni of Sigma Zeta and their guests gathered for a week-
end of memories, music, fellowship, and football. 
     In addition to the usual Homecoming festivities, Brothers 
who graduated in the 1960s held additional festivities.  This 
group gathered at the Ann Arbor Golf and Outing Club for a 
dinner on the evening of Friday, October 12.  Brothers were in 
attendance from California, Florida, Arizona, Washington and 
many places in between.  Many of the group had not seen 
each other for more than 40 years.  Executive Vice President 
Emeritus George Spasyk ’49 joined the group for dinner and 
for the other festivities that weekend. 
     The weekend was capped off with a dinner at the Ann Ar-
bor Women’s City Club for the group of more than 60 alumni 
and their wives.  As the guests arrived, George Pomey ‘65 
provided some of his pictures from his time as an under-
graduate. 

     Following dinner, George Spasyk shared a few words 
with the brothers and their guests where he quoted many 
past stories from The Sigman which were published in the 
60s.  Furthermore, George and Nate Whetsell ’05 had col-
laborated over the past year to create a CD with some great 
IFC Sing performances between 1956 and 1962.  Many 
were present from some of these great Sing teams.  A copy 
of this CD was presented to each guest.  These perform-
ances can be heard by anyone visiting the chapter website, 
at lcamichigan.com.  Bruce Galbraith ’62 led the group with 
a mix of Michigan and Fraternity songs, which included the 
long overdue pinning of Lauri Selmeier by her husband Kip 
Selmeier ‘65. 
     Photos form the reunion and a list of alumni brothers in 
attendance can be found on page 3.  Additional photos can 
be found at www.lcamichigan.com. 

60’s Alumni Gather for Memorable Reunion 
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     The Brothers and Associate Mem-
bers of Sigma Zeta spent a 24-hour 
lock-in retreat starting the night of 
February 15.  The retreat was 
planned by High Beta, Lucas Han-
sen ‘10 and was a huge success with 
everyone. 
     The first evening featuring a dis-
cussion of long and short term goals 
the chapter would like to accomplish.  
Majority of the goals were focused on 
increasing membership, have a suc-
cessful philanthropy program, and 
regaining ownership of the chapter 
house.  In the spirit of brotherhood, 
the brothers enjoyed a showing of 
“Animal House” to conclude the eve-
ning. 
     The following morning, everyone 
awoke bright and early to begin a 
busy day of doing chores around the 
house.  Each room was given a thor-
ough vacuuming and cleaning and 
the table in the chapter room re-
ceived a new coat of wax.  Several 
brothers spent time replacing light 
bulbs around the house.  A  brand 
new “Rush Lambda Chi Alpha” Ban-
ner was also hung on the outside of 
the house. 
     The most exciting projects of the 
day involved the painting of two 
Lambda Chi Alpha murals.  Ryan 

Black ‘08, Ethan Pickering ‘09, 
Kyle Thibaut ‘10, Doug Sayranian 
‘09, and Anthony Budzinski ‘10 
spent the afternoon painting our 
letters in the North stairwell.  In the 
basement, a giant Cross and Cres-
cent with our letters was painted 
with the artistic talents of Stephan 
Boettcher ‘10, Pat Shamsuddoha 
‘10, Nikhil Sawhney ‘10, Chris 
VanDeusen ‘08, and George 
Schick ‘11.  The new murals look 
great and bring new pride to the 
house. 
     After a hard day of work, the 
brothers went out to dinner together 
before returning back to the house 
for some much needed rest. 

www.lcamichigan.com 
www.lcamichigan.com, the chapter web-
site, has undergone several additions and 
improvements thanks to the hard work of 
webmaster Neal Turett ’08, Ethan Rein 
’07, and George Spasyk ’49. 
     Important announcements can be found 
there regarding Founders Day and other 
alumni events as well as pictures from all 
events.  But the biggest addition is the col-
lection of past issues of The Sigman dating 
back to 1932.  Be sure to check back often 
for more updates and information.     

Stephan Boettcher 
and David Lloyd  

replace light bulbs 
and ballasts 

Ryan Black and Kyle Thibaut                   
in the North stairwell 

Stephan Boettcher, Pat Shamsud-
doha, and Chris VanDeusen in the 

basement 

Brotherhood Retreat Brings New 
Goals and House Improvements 



Attending 
Alumni 

1962 
Bruce Galbraith 

1963 
Larry Anderson 

Dave Gaskin 
Jed Maebius 

Chuck Newton 
Bob Tobias 
Doug Zahn 

1964 
Denis Alix 

Bruce Barker 
Jack Hardy 

John Highhill 
Phil Hoffman 

Don Keim 
Mat Kiisk 

Mike Knapp 
Bill Lincoln 
Frank Lude 
John Martin 

Randy Mitchell 
Ron Modreski 
Ron Mulder 

Paul Robertson 
Paul Simmons 

Cliff Taylor 
1965 

Joe Blair 
Brooks Bock 

Chuck Blackmer 
John Eisele 

Gary Gillespie 
Frank Grace 

Bill Hall 
Mike Mason 

Larry McLaughlin 
Dave Newton 

Ed Petrick 
George Pomey 
Irvin Rabideau 
Ron Russell 
Kip Selmeier 
Mark Stuart 

Larry Twitchell 
Mike Vernick 

1966 
Tom Brigstock 
Tom Cecchini 
Robert Kidder 

Jack Moorhead 
Bob Mulitz 
Bill Newton 

Win Schrader 
Ken Stockoe 
Gary Trepod 
Ted Winkel 

1967 
John Eckert 
Larry Grace 

Charlie Henstock 
Keith Laferriere 

Dan Meyer 
Bob Taugner 

Dick Van House 
Peter Vlisides 

1968 
Bob Stevens 
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Phil Hoffman & Don Baty 

Gary Trepod, John Eisele          
& Larry Grace 

Bruce Galbraith at the piano 

Ken and Lynn Stockoe, Bob 
Kidder & Nub Turner. 

1960s Reunion 

Dave Gaskin & George Pomey Jack & Diane Hardy  Irv & Marge Rabideau 

Cliff & Lucille Taylor,              
Ted & Jae Winkel 

Paul Robertson, Bob Tobias & 
Jed Maebius 

George Spasyk, Mike                
& Linda Vernick 

Bill Newton, George Spasyk & 
High Rho Ethan Pickering 

Mark Stuart, Frank Grace & 
Steve Smith 

High Alpha Sean Ruwart,      
Ron Modreski &                    

High Rho Ethan Pickering 

Chris and Steve Smith,       
Frank and Bea Lude 

John Highhill, Bruce &        
Karen Galbraith 



 Sigma has been active this school year competing against other fraternities in 
Intramural Athletics.  In September, several of the brothers participated in IM 
Soccer.  With the help of new and prospective members, the team advanced to 
the Semi-Finals in the playoffs but was defeated in double overtime 1-0 by 
Kappa Sigma Fraternity. 
     The Flag Football season occurred later in the fall.  Unfortunately, the suc-
cess on the football field did not match the success on the soccer field.  Even 
with talented prospective members assisting the team of brothers, Sigma fin-
ished the regular season with only one win.  After assessing their weaknesses, 
the team headed into the playoffs with a strong fire to be number one, but sadly 
they could never achieve that status because they forfeited in the first round due 
to scheduling conflicts. 
     This semester Sigma hopes to regain their intramural dominance as they 
compete in Mini-Soccer (4-on-4 Indoor Soccer) and Inner Tube Water Polo. 

Sigma Competes in Intramural Athletics 

Upcoming Alumni Events at 1601 
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Parents Weekend 
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Brothers, 
      
     I am sad to say that my 
undergraduate career will 
be ending in May.  How-
ever, I am delighted know-
ing that I will continue to 
share a special bond with 
all of you throughout the 
rest of my life.  My experi-
ence as an undergraduate in Lambda Chi 
Alpha has taught me more about pride, cour-
age, loyalty, and strength than I ever thought 
possible.  I am confident that my loyalty to 
Lambda Chi Alpha will continue as the years 
go on.  This I became sure of while attending 
some of the ‘60s Alumni Reunion events and 
Homecoming Brunch last October. 
     During the weekend of this reunion I got 
to meet many of you and hear some of the 
awesome experiences you all had as under-
graduates.  It was astounding to me to see 
so many of you back in one place at one 
time.  I didn’t think it was possible for that 
many people to care so much.  Then I real-
ized, this is it, this is what Lambda Chi is all 
about.  It was really an astonishing sight to 
see about 80 Lambda Chi’s stuffed into our 
living room for the Homecoming Brunch. 
     I will diverge somewhat and give you all 
an update of what’s happening at 1601 
Washtenaw.  Thanks to your alumni dona-
tions, the chapter was able to get a new 
kitchen floor.  If you saw the kitchen during 
Homecoming, just wait until you see how 
nice it is when you’re here for the Founder’s 
Day Celebration on March 16.  The newly 
elected officers are doing outstanding, even 
better than last year’s group, and I see them 
beginning to pave the way for how the chap-
ter will be run in the future. 
     Someone once said, “Ask not what 
Lambda Chi Alpha can do for you, ask what 
you can do for Lambda Chi Alpha.”  The 
quote was borrowed from John F. Kennedy, 
but that’s not the point.  The point is that we 
all have a duty to serve the organizations we 
belong to and we all belong to Lambda Chi 
Alpha.  We should all strive to do what we 
can to help this organization change for the 
better.  That is our duty. 
     As I depart from the college setting I plan 
to devote as much of my time and effort as I 
can because I know I owe that to my broth-
ers.  In closing, I have a challenge for all of 
you.  I challenge you to think back on all of 
the wonderful things Lambda Chi Alpha has 
provided for you and do as I plan to do, re-
turn the favor. 
 
Yours Always In  ZAX, 
Sean Ruwart ‘08 

A Message from the High Alpha 

     The brothers of Sigma Zeta welcomed their parents to the chapter house on 
Saturday, October 27 for the University of Michigan’s annual Parents Weekend.  
The parents of Sean Ruwart ‘10, Ryan Black ‘08, Brian Hicks ‘10, Jon 
Tillman ‘11, Anthony Budzinski ‘10, Neal Turett ‘08, and several other broth-
ers were in attendance.  For some of the parents, this was their first time visiting 
the chapter house and many tours were given of the historic home.  Everyone 
enjoyed a morning of socializing and a lunch prepared by the Chapter’s in-
house cook.  The afternoon and evening were devoted to watching the Battle 
for the Little Brown Jug football game against Minnesota .  Overall, the parents 
were impressed with the condition of the house and proud to raise Lambda 
Chis. 

 

Founders Day Celebration 
Sunday, March 16 

Buffet Dinner at 1:00 
Organizational Meeting of New House Corporation at 2:00 

Please RSVP to High Rho, Brian Hicks at bthicks@umich.edu 
 

Honorary and Chapter Initiation  
Thursday, April 10— Honorary Initiation of Bob Mulitz 

Friday, April 11— Chapter Initiation 
 

3rd Annual Alumni / Active Golf Outing 
Saturday, August 9 

 
Alumni / Active Workday 

Saturday, August 23 
 

Homecoming 
Saturday, October 4 

 
More information can be found at www.lcamichigan.com or by  

contacting High Rho, Brian Hicks at bthicks@umich.edu 
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     Sigma has been busy recruiting 
new members since the start of the 
school year.  The conclusion of the 
Fall 2007 semester saw the initiation 
of two new brothers into Sigma and 
the Winter 2008 semester opened 
with the association of five new mem-
bers.     
     Jon Tillman ‘11 
was initiated Novem-
ber 30, 2007.  His 
hometown is Saline, 
Michigan and he is a 
Nursing major.  He 
shoots film and video 
for the University of 
Michigan Lacrosse 
team.  Jon is currently 
serving as the Chapter’s Risk Man-
ager. 
     Julian Valencia 
‘10 was initiated No-
vember 30, 2007.  His 
hometown is Worces-
ter, Massachusetts 
and he is an Aero-
space Engineering 
major.  He enjoys 
football, sports, work-
ing out and reading 
and can speak four languages 
(Spanish, French, Italian, and Eng-
lish).  Julian is currently serving as the 
Chapter’s Social Chairman. 
     Michael List ‘11 
was associated Janu-
ary 6, 2008. His  
hometown is South-
field, Michigan and he 
is a Nursing major.  
He is a huge sports 
fan and loves Michi-
gan football. 
     George Schick 
‘11 was associated 
January 6, 2008.   His 
hometown is Poto-
mac, Maryland and 
he is an Industrial and 
Operations Engineer-
ing major.  He enjoys 
computers, literature, film, and cook-
ing.  George spent the summer work-
ing in DC on technical support for the 
International Monetary Fund.  He is 
currently serving as the Chapter’s 
Secretary. 

     Chris Vivian ‘11 
was associated 
January 6, 2008.  
His hometown is 
Plymouth, Michigan 
and he will possibly 
be a Communica-
tions major.  He is a 
member of the Michi-
gan Water Ski Team and is a third 
generation Michigan student. 
     Kyle Thibaut ‘10 
was associated Feb-
ruary 9, 2008.  His 
hometown is Flint, 
Michigan and he is an 
Engineering major.  
He enjoys making his 
own videos and mu-
sic. 
     Mike Texter ‘10 
was associated Febru-
ary 9, 2008.  His 
hometown is Middle-
ville, Michigan and he 
is an Atmospheric, 
Oceanic, and Space 
Sciences major.  He 
enjoys watching and 
playing all sports as well as mowing 
the lawn. 
     The chapter has set a goal of re-
cruiting 10 new Associate Members 
for the Winter 2008 semester.  We are 
well on our way towards meeting this 
goal under the direction of High Delta 
Chris VanDeusen ‘08.  Once this 
goal is met, membership will be more 
than 30 brothers by the end of the 
term. 

     After serving for just 
over a year as the official 
High Pi of Sigma Zeta, 
I’m happy to report sig-
nificant growth in the 
chapter in the areas of 
operations and brother-
hood.  The men of Sigma 
Zeta are now very knowl-
edgeable in the business 
of Lambda Chi Alpha.  
Currently, the chapter boasts a set of strong 
officers who understand how a vibrant 
Lambda Chi Alpha chapter should function. 
With support from the rest of the men of the 
chapter, the officers are doing their best to 
make things run smoothly and efficiently.  
As well, all the men of Sigma Zeta have re-
alized the benefit of running a healthy chap-
ter – the strengthening of the bonds of 
brotherhood.  Sigma Zeta is becoming a 
powerful, well-oiled Lambda Chi machine. 
     There is a strong senior class that has 
been contributing substantially to the stabil-
ity and growth of the chapter, and they will 
be sorely missed.  Thanks to Ryan Black, 
Colin Campbell, Mariano Lowenstern, Rich 
Moreno, Ethan Pickering, Sean Ruwart, An-
drew Turckes, Neal Turett, and Chris Van-
Deusen for their efforts to lead by example. 
     On a related topic, recruitment this se-
mester has gone fairly well, with the enthusi-
astic leadership of the High Delta, Chris Van 
Deusen, and the strong support and involve-
ment of the rest of the chapter.  Final num-
bers are not in yet, but the men have set a 
goal of 10 associate members this semes-
ter, and I think they’ll meet it. 
     To help deepen the bonds of brother-
hood, and to help give the men of Sigma 
Zeta a broader base of advisors to draw 
from, I am in the process of setting up a 
functioning Alumni Advisory Board.  Each 
officer will have a mentor with whom they 
can meet at least once a semester, who 
would also be available for advice and coun-
sel via phone, email or in person.  A spot on 
this board will probably be a commitment of 
5-10 hours per year.  If you live relatively 
nearby, share our passion for Lambda Chi 
Alpha, and are interested in helping the men 
of Sigma Zeta achieve their mission to per-
form second to none, please contact me 
directly. 
 
Email: bwalraven@comcast.net  
Cell: 734-717-1430 
 
Sincerely yours in ZAX, 
BJ Walraven, High Pi 

A Message from the High Pi 
By BJ Walraven, Kettering (B) ‘97 

Mike Texter (left) & Kyle Thibaut 
(right) with Big Brothers          

Doug Sayranian & Brian Hicks 

Sigma Welcomes New Brothers 
and Associate Members 
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President (High Alpha) 
Anthony Budzinski ‘10 

 
Vice President (High Beta) 

Lucas Hansen ‘10 
 

Philanthropy  Chairman (High 
Theta)  

Stephan Boettcher ‘10 
 

Secretary (High Gamma) 
George Schick ‘11 

 
Treasurer (High Tau) 

Charlie Larson ‘10 
 

Risk Manager (High Iota) 
Jon Tillman ‘11 

 
Fraternity Educator (High Kappa) 

John Danna ‘10 
 

Recruitment Chairman (High Delta) 
Chris VanDeusen ‘08 

 
Ritualist (High Phi) 
Chris VanDeusen ‘08 

 
Scholarship Chairman (High 

Sigma) 
Doug Sayranian ‘09 

 
Social Chairman (High Epsilon)  

Julian Valencia ‘10 
 

Alumni Secretary (High Rho) 
Brian Hicks ‘10 

2008 Sigma Officers 

The Sigman is published for the members 
and friends of Sigma Zeta of Lambda Chi 
Alpha Fraternity at the University of Michigan.  
Contributors to this issue include Editor 
Brian Hicks ‘10, Sean Ruwart ‘08, Stephan 
Boettcher ‘10, BJ Walraven ‘97, Ethan 
Rein ‘07, Ethan Pickering ‘08 and George 
Spasyk ‘49. 

Fall 2007 Sigma 
Graduates 

     Sigma said farewell to three under-
graduate brothers at the December 
2007 graduation ceremonies.  We 
wish them well as they adjust to their 
new roles as Michigan Graduates and 
Alumni Brothers. 
 
     Andrew Daar ‘07 graduated with a 
degree in Sociology with a focus on 
business and legal applications.  He is 
currently applying to law school and 
Teach for America, and is trying to get 
involved in the entertainment industry 
as a writer or critic. 
 
     Byron Hauk ‘07 graduated with a 
Bachelors of Science degree in Eng-
lish.   He is currently in the process of 
applying to Med School. 
 
     Ibrahim Oraiqat ‘07 graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in  
Engineering.   He is currently attend-
ing Graduate School at Michigan and 
is engaged to be married. 
 
     Additionally, Graduate Student 
Steve Marin ‘06 received his Masters 
Degree in Nuclear Engineering and 
Radiological Sciences from the Col-
lege of Engineering.  He plans to 
travel for the next few months until he 
begins work in Pittsburgh where he 
will be designing nuclear reactors for 
surface ships. 

In Memoriam 
     We were very sad to learn recently 
of the loss of three Sigma brothers.   
     James Perkins '58,  died Septem-
ber 10, 2006 at age 69 of a heart at-
tack  fo l lowing  compl ica t ions 
from bypass surgery.  Jim was a ca-
reer public servant.  He served as 
City Manager of Two Rivers, 
Wis.;  Budget Director for the City of 
Toronto; Chief Financial Officer and 
Treasurer for the Regional Municipal-
ity of Ottawa-Carleton and City Man-
ager of Saint John, New Bruns-
wick.  He lived in Canada for 20 years 
before returning to the United 
States.  Jim is survived by three 
daughters, a son and eight grandchil-
dren.   
     Gerald Ebmeyer '59, died June 9, 
2007 at age 69 following complica-
tions of open heart surgery performed 
several months earlier.  Gerry was an 
oral surgeon and maintained his prac-
tice in Westland, Michigan until his 
death.  Gerry was very active in Ro-
tary International serving as District 
Governor in 1977 and 1978 for a Ro-
tary District which included South-
eastern Michigan and Southern On-
tario.  He is survived by two sons, one 
daughter and grandchildren.   
 Byron W. Scott, Jr. ‘74, died 
July 15, 2007 in Grand Rapids.  Byron 
received four degrees from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, including a Mas-
ters of Science in Orthodontics and a 
Doctorate of Dental Surgery.  He is 
survived by his wife of 31 years, Julie, 
and two sons, David and Michael. 

Address changes, news items, photographs 
and contributions are always welcome and 
may be sent either in the enclosed envelope 
or mailed to: 
 

Lambda Chi Alpha—Michigan 
100 S. Atkinson Rd -#116, PMB 382 

Grayslake, IL 60030-7819 
The Brothers and Associate Members of Sigma Zeta 


